
Eastside Marketplace 
P.O. Box 9587 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 
208-882-8869 

March 7, 2014 

Via Electronic Cornment Filing System 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12'11 Street SW 

' Washington, DC 20554 

Re: First Step Internet, LLC (FRN: 0010-7662-28) 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Federal Communications Commission: Phase II Experiments 
WC Docket No. 10-90 
Expression of Interest 

First Step Intemet, LLC ("FSI") submits this expression of interest to participate in the 
Phase II rural broadband experiments, as described in the Federal Communications 
Commission's ("FCC") January 31 , 2014 notice. 

FSI is a facilities-based, regional Internet Serv ice Provider that has been providing 
Internet access services since 1994. FSI began offering dial-up Internet access with the idea of 
making Internet access available to virtually everyone in r S I's service areas. FSI services have 
evolved to include fixed broadband Internet access services to customers in eastern 
Washington <md in north/central Idaho. FSI obtained Round 1 Broadband Technology 
Opportw1ities Program funding for regional broadband network services in Latah, Clearwater, 
Nez Perce, Lewis and Idaho counties. 

FSI provides a variety of fixed terrestrial broadband services, including dial up, DSL, 
fiber, cable Internet and fixed wireless broadband services. FSI has an extensive wireless 
network of point-to-point links, and some parts of the network are used for backhauling data over 
unlicensed frequencies in the 5725-5825 MHz band. FSI estimates that it uses approximately 
100 point-to-point paths with 5 GHz spectrum. Should FSI obtain funding for a rural broadband 
experiment, FSI intends to use a combination of fiber and/or fixed wireless facilities to the 
appropriate areas. Specific technology would selected based on a variety of characteristics of the 
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proposed service area, including the geography, population density and distance from existing 
FSI network resources. 

The FCC's Wireline Competition Bureau has published a list of"potentially suitable" 
locations for rural broadband experiments. The li st is not yet finalized, so FST has identified a 
tentative, nonexclusive, list of census tracts for this purpose. Some or all of these census tracts 
may be potentially suitable for FSI's deployment plans, provided they are determined to be 
eligible w1der the rmal broadband experiments program: 

• ID,16009,Benewah,16009940000,625,82,267685.63 
• ID,16009,Benewah,16009950100,704,103,272470.3 
• ID,16035,Clearwater, 16035940000,292,48,130700.32 
• ID,16035,Clearwater, l60359701 00,361,157,196575.52 
• ID,16049,ldaho,16049940000,302,94,1311 34.14 
• ID,16049,Jdaho, 16049960 100,1328,466,521779.1 3 
• ID,16049,Idaho,16049960200,62 1 ,207,3 12171.72 
• ID, 16049,Idaho, 16049960300,76,62,12639.03 
• ID,16049,Idaho, l 6049960400,633,23 1 ,248963.58 
• ID, 16055,Kootenai, 16055000200,6,6,584.42 
• ID, 16055,Kootenai, 16055001700,4,0,1802.18 
• ID, 16055,Kootenai, 16055001900,328,62,12273 8.49 
• TD,16055,Kootenai,16055002000,10,0,3 577.02 
• ID,16055,Kootenai, 16055940000,200,15,75087.44 
• ID, 16057 ,Latah, 16057005400,4,0,290.52 
• ID, 16057,Latah, 16057005500,22,3,11751.67 
• ID, 16057,Latah,16057005600,5,3,661.33 
• ID,16057,Latah, 16057005700,3,3,0 
• ID,l6061,Lewis,l6061940001 , 11 ,1,1959.66 
• ID,16061,Lewis,16061940002,152,90,46862.91 
• ID,l6061,Lewis,l606 1950300,17,5,10047.8 
• ID,16069,Nez Perce, 16069940000,294,72, 125986.49 
• ID, 16069,Nez Perce,16069960700, 171 ,84,52640.66 
• TD,16069,Nez Perce,16069960800,5,0,1305.72 
• WA,53063,Spokane,53063014200,20,7, 10679.61 
• W A,53075, Whitman,53075000300,20,5, 17702.53 
• WA,53075,Whitman,53075000700,2,2,0 
• WA,53075,Whitman,53075000800,123,36,8 171 6.86 
• WA,53075,Whitman,53075000900,32,21,24458.96 
• WA,53075,Whitman,53075001 000,168,87,92064.32 

Once the Commission final izes the criteria for participation in the rural broadband 
experiments and the areas for which funding may be sought, FSI anticipates revising this list. 
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Similarly, when the scope of the project can be identified with more specificity, FSI anticipates 
identifying appropriate partners at the state, local and/or Tribal levels in these areas. In any 
event, based on the cun ent identified geographic areas, FSI anticipates that one-time supp01t 
would be sufficient for construction of the network, while the service would be designed to work 
side by side with the cmrent FSI network to be sustainable. 

FSI offers voice and data services, but FSI does not anticipate offering video services at 
this time as part of its rmal broadband experiment. Data packages provided via fixed wireless 
would start at a 10 Mbps downstream I 10 Mbps upstream package, with higher tiers available 
where technically feasible. At least three data packages would be provided via fiber: 50 Mbps 
downstream I 50 Mbps upstream, 100 Mbps downstream / 1 00 Mbps upstream, and gigabit data 
packages provided on a "best efforts" basis. 

Pricing depends in part on the final list of geographic areas to be served, the resul ts of the 
FCC's cost modeling, the final slate of services to be provided and other factors . FSI will be in a 
better position to identify high-level pricing once the final coverage areas are determined. FSI is 
financially and technically capable of providing the required service within the relevant 
geographic areas. 

For any questions regarding this expression of interest, please contact me. 

First Step Internet, LLC 

Kevin Owen, President 
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